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GENERAL 

Letters and Recollections of Alexander Agassiz. With a Sketch 
of his Life and Work. Edited by G. E. Agassiz. vii and 454 pp. Maps, 
ills., index. Houghton Mifflin Co., New York, 1913. $3.50. 9x6. 
This volume is a medley of business and science and personal comment on 
politics and mining and coral reefs and marine invertebrates, in short a record 
of a most active career which will be treasured by the intimates of the second 
Agassiz. Agassiz dismisses Darwin somewhat too curtly in a mere note that 
he had never spent more than ten days on coral. At somewhat greater length 
he expresses wonder that Dana could know so little after the many months 
he had spent on coral reefs. One could wish that Agassiz had been more 
accurate in his geographical nomenclature while thus disposing of his great 
predecessors, for some of the island names which he uses are not to be found 
on any chart. After making due allowance for chirography and the ways of 
proof-readers we find clear evidence that there was a strain of inaccuracy in 
himself. In writing of the marine worm palolo, which he misspells, and at 
the same time misspells the name of the Fijian island at which he observed 
the annual phenomenon, he observes that only recently had it been called to 
the attention of naturalists. Yet it had been named fifty years earlier by 
J. E. Gray, and even then was being monographed by his own assistant, 
Woodworth. William Churchill. 

Obed Husscy, Who, of All Inventors, Made Bread Cheap. Edited 
by Follett L. Greeno. 228 pp. Ills. F. L. Greeno, Rochester, N. Y., 
1912. 8x5%. 
Hussey patented his reaping machine in 1833, demonstrated its practica- 
bility and it was successful from the first. The fundamental principles of all 
harvesting machinery to-day were supplied by Hussey 's machine. He was 
not, however, a man of busines acumen, his interests were not well looked 
after and rivals secured most of the honor and the profit that should have 
been his portion. This book records his struggles, his reaper and its success 
and the methods by which his ideas built up the prosperity of others than 
himself. The narrative is based upon the citation of evidence as to the 
priority of Hussey 's claims and the great merits of his invention as demon- 
strated and recorded both in the United States and England. 

A Journey to the Earth's Interior, or, Have the Poles Really Been 
Discovered 1 By Marshall B. Gardner. 69 pp. Ills. The author, 
Aurora, 111., 1913. 8% x 5%. 
More pathetic than amusing. The author has theoretically discovered a 
nole embracing most of the interior of the earth and passing from Pole to 
Pole through the earth's center. He has provided it with a central sun 
whose beams, escaping from the northern and southern orifices, account for 
the phenomena of the aurora borealis and the aurora australis; and he 
bolsters his theory farther with red snow, driftwood in high latitudes, the 
dip of the needle, the migrations of Polar animals, etc., some of which phe- 
nomena have been fully explained and others are not exactly what he describes 
them to be. All this is set forth very seriously and the work is ' ' dedicated 
to the continued progress of science and the service that it can render to 
humanity. ' ' 

Papers on Inter-Racial Problems. Communicated to the First Uni- 
versal Races Congress held at the University of London, July 26-29, 1911. 
Edited by G. Spiller. xvi and 485 pp. Index. World Peace Foundation, 
Boston, 1911. 10x6%. 
In this volume are some sixty essays which were proposed for consideration 
at the first Universal Races Congress in London in 1911. They represent the 
attitude with which distinguished authorities approached that informing 
meeting. Of any single paper in the collection we may say that it offers the 
fullest possible statement of principles short of the point where controversy 
must arise and where further development becomes matter of argument against 
fixed convictions. William Churchill. 



